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Background

Black History has been celebrated each February in the
United States since 1976.  Black History Month started out
as “Negro History Week” introduced by historian Carter
G. Woodson in 1926.  Back then Woodson’s goal was to
educate the general American population about the history
of African Americans and highlight their contributions to
the country.

Why is Black History Month celebrated in February?  Many people think that
Woodson wanted the celebration in February to honor the birthdays of Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglas. History shows that both these men played significant
roles in African American history. It was interesting to learn that this was not the
reasoning behind Woodson’s decision.  To learn more about the decisions that led to
celebrating Black History Month in February, please visit this website
http://www.asalh.org/blackhistorymonthorigins.html.

Broadous celebration in PacoimaPacoima Celebrates the legacy of Hillery T. Broadous

In the San Fernando Valley the family name “Broadous” is very
well known to some and not so much to others.  The fact is that
members of the Broadous family have made substantial
contributions to the SFV and to the community of Pacoima.

Rev. Hillery T. Broadous

Broadous and his wife Rosa moved to
Pacoima in 1946 with the first five of
their 10 children.  It wasn’t long before
the Broadous name became synonymous
with community activism. A World War
II veteran, Hillery Broadous owned and
operated a successful barber shop before
he turned to ministry in 1952, according
to his family. In May, 1955 he founded
the Calvary Baptist Church of Pacoima.

His religious life spread into activism as he worked to break
down the racial barriers that existed in the San Fernando
Valley. Broadous and his wife worked on and helped organize
the SFV Branch of the NAACP.  He worked with the city to get
funds for what would become the Hubert Humphrey Memorial
Park and worked with the Fair Housing Council.  The Hillery
T. Broadous elementary school opened in 1960. The couple
raised 10 children in Pacoima and six of them went on to
pursue religious and community causes.

January 7, 2012
On the occasion of Rev. Broadous’ 100th birthday, a huge
community celebration was held at the school named for him.
LA Councilman Richard Alarcón said, "the Broadous family
has cut across all sectors of the community, including business
and social justice issues, it’s very important to document that
history.”

<Councilmember Richard Alarcón,
County Supervisor, Zev Yaroslavsky
and President of the African American
Leadership Organization, Bob Winn
were all on hand to join in this community
celebration.

Hundreds came out to celebrate the legacy of Rev. Hillery T. Broadous

Although not within his district at this time, County
Supervisor Michael Antonovich was there to support
the Broadous family celebration.                       >

Lots of games for the children.

Great food was available
furnished by Cooley’s
Caribbean Cuisine and
Ranch Side Café.
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February 18, 2012
Van Nuys & Glenoaks Boulevard
4:00 PM – 8:00 PM

“The Mayor of Pacoima”

Marie Harris was regarded as the pinnacle of community involvement.  She was affectionately called
"The Mayor of Pacoima" although many point out the result of her work and the power of her
involvement stretched far beyond the northeast valley.  Ms. Harris was 87 years old when she died in
2009.

In recognition of her contributions to the community, the official “Marie Harris Square” will be
dedicated this month on Saturday, February 18.

Ms. Harris speaks with Richard Alarcón in 2007.

The community will be
honoring Marie Harris on
Saturday, February 18.  Ms.
Harris was affectionately
called “The Mayor of
Pacoima”.

In 2008 Marie Harris was honored for her community service
by the AKA Sorority.

Saturday, February 25, 2012
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
New Christ Memorial Church
13333 Vaughn Street
San Fernando, CA 91340

Choirs from all across the
Northeast SFV will gather at
the New Christ Memorial
Church for a great Gospel
Fest. Pastors Andrae Crouch
and his twin sister Sandra
Crouch are the Pastors at the
New Christ Memorial
Church. This event is not a
competition but we are
certain each choir will be
performing at their best for
this event.  For more
information call the Council
Office of Richard Alarcón at
818- 485-0600.

You are cordially invited to an afternoon of uplifting music!


